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Handbook of Amphibians of French 
Guiana 
Antoine Fouquet, Élodie A. Courtois & Maël Dewynter

This handbook of Amphibians of French Guiana follows the 
Atlas des Amphibiens de Guyane first published in French in 
2000.
It incorporates the considerable progress in knowledge 
achieved over the last 20 years on the taxonomy, distribution, 
ecology and conservation of the 137 species in French Guiana.

The distribution maps are based on more than 22 000 verified 
data points that extend well beyond the borders of French 
Guiana. These maps also highlight the fragility of the species.
Particular focus is drawn to the evolutionary history of each 
species. Furthermore, their phylogenetic position and taxo-
nomic status (and eventual uncertainties attached to it) are 
highlighted.

The biogeography of French Guiana’s amphibians cannot be 
interpreted outside the Neotropical and Amazonian contexts. 
The extreme richness and diversity of Guiana’s fauna is the 
result of complex evolutionary processes. The history of 
Guiana’s amphibians spans tens of millions of years during 
which drastic changes in climate and vegetation have at 
times isolated or favoured dispersion of species and shaped 
one of the richest amphibian communities in the world.

AMPHIBIANS
of
FRENCH GUIANA

87family bufonidae / genus atelopus, amazophrynellla, rhinella

IDENTIFICATION SHEET: GENUS RHINELLA

RHINELLA CF. MARGARITIFERA

Criteria
•  Golden iris
•  Truncated snout in dorsal view (with a thin dermal fold)  

and truncated (straight) snout in lateral view
•  Well-developed supratympanic crests, hypertrophied in females
•  Slightly protruding zygomatic knob (jaw angle)
•  Tuberculate dorsal skin
•  Presence of a "ridge" along the spine (vertebral apophyses)
•  Males of Rhinella cf. margaritifera and R. martyi are morphologically  

difficult to distinguish.

Size
Males: 39.9–73.9 mm (N=102)
Females: 48.2–87.6 mm (N=35)

Identification aid
Present throughout French Guiana, except in the extreme south  
(see distribution map in the species sheet).

RHINELLA MARTYI

Criteria
Criteria identical to Rhinella cf. margaritifera except for:
•  Female supratympanic crests less developed than in R. margaritifera
•  Protruding zygomatic knob (jaw angle) in females
•  Males of Rhinella cf. margaritifera and R. martyi are morphologically  

difficult to distinguish.

Size
Males: 40.0–65.6 mm (N=12)
Females: 50.9–74.6 mm (N=19)

Identification aid
Only found in the extreme south of French Guiana  
(see distribution map in the species fact sheet).

RHINELLA LESCUREI

Criteria
•  Golden iris
•  Snout mucronate dorsally, acute laterally
•  Indistinct supratympanic crests
•  Very protruding eye
•  Absence of zygomatic knob (jaw angle)
•  Finely spiculate dorsal skin (especially on eyelids and arms)
•  Absence of vertebral apophyses

Size
Males: 37.0–42.4 mm (N=9)
Females: 44.0–61.3 mm (N=8)

RHINELLA CF. CASTANEOTICA

Criteria
•  Iris bluish, greenish or golden with blue highlights
•  Snout pointed dorsally, acuminate laterally
•  Indistinct supratympanic crests
•  Eye less protuberant than in R. lescurei
•  Absence of zygomatic knob (jaw angle)
•  Smooth to finely tuberculate dorsal skin
•  Absence of vertebral apophyses

Size
Males: 30.5–45.9 mm (N=36)
Females: 38.1–55.1 mm (N=11)

Female

Female

Male


