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TERRESTRIAL BIODIVERSITY OF THE
AUSTRAL ISLANDS

FRENCH POLYNESIA

Jean-Yves Meyer & Elin M. Claridge

EDITORS

Jean-Yves Mevyer is a plant ecologist and conservation biologist.
He has been working on the terrestrial biodiversity of French
Polynesia for the past 20 years, as a senior research scientist at
the Délégation & la Recherche de Ia Polynésie francaise (French
Polynesian department of research) based in Tahiti. He was
responsible for organizing the multidisciplinary expeditions to the
Austral Islands (2002-2004).

Elin Claridge is an entomologist by training. She completed
her PhD at the University of California at Berkeley in 2006, and
participated in the Austral islands expeditions (2002-2004) as well
as organizing entomological surveys in other archipelagoes of
French Polynesia (Society, Marquesas, Tuamotu, 2005-2007). She
is now living in Rurutu.

THE BOOK

The Austral Islands is one of the most isolated archipelagos in
French Polynesia (South Pacific). The small size of the islands and
the occurrence of past and recent anthropogenic impacts have
caused a rapid erosion of its unique biodiversity.

A series of multidisciplinary field trips were conducted between
2002 and 2004 by a small but dedicated team of scientists from
French Polynesia, France and other countries, with the aim of
providing baseline knowledge of the terrestrial and freshwater
biodiversity needed for the sustainable management of natural
resources, the conservation of threatened endemic species and
native habitats.
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