
HUMAN 
AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES

Orders and information  Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle
Publications scientifiques • CP 41 • 57 rue Cuvier • 75231 Paris cedex 05 
tél.  [33] (0)1 40 79 48 05 • fax  [33] (0)1 40 79 38 40 • diff.pub@mnhn.fr

Exploring the history of turkey 
management and domestication
A transatlantic perspective

edited by Aurélie Manin, Camilla F. Speller, Eduardo Corona-M. 
& Erin Kennedy Thornton

THE BOOK
The turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) is an iconic bird, widely associated 
with festive dishes in Europe, North America, and Central America, and 
extensively raised worldwide. Yet, its long-term interactions with human 
societies remain poorly synthesized, with significant regional imbalances 
in research. The role of turkeys in North America has been extensively 
studied, while their post-colonial dispersal and evolving cultural signifi-
cance globally have received far less attention.
This volume brings together specialists to explore the paleontology of 
Meleagris, the early stages of turkey management and domestication in 
North America, and its subsequent global expansion. Following a chro-
nological structure, the first part examines turkey-human interactions in 
the Americas before European contact (~500 years ago), with chapters 
on well-studied regions (Southwestern USA, Northern Mexico, and Me-
soamerica) alongside lesser-known areas (Southern Central America and 
Eastern USA). The second part traces the last 500 years of turkey history, 
exploring artistic depictions, historical accounts, and archaeozoological 
evidence from multiple European countries, spanning Western Europe 
to the Baltic and Central Europe. It also examines the global spread of 
domestic turkeys, their reintroduction to the Americas through the colo-
nial economy, and their further dispersal across the Pacific.
Blending comprehensive syntheses with original case studies, this vo-
lume offers new insights into the history of turkey management, domes-
tication, and cultural symbolism through to the 21st century.
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