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Lectotypifications of four names  
in the family Gesneriaceae

Akhil M. K., Möller M. & Nampy S. 2022. — Lectotypifications of four names in the family Gesneriaceae. Adansonia, 
sér. 3, 44 (3): 15-21. https://doi.org/10.5252/adansonia2022v44a3. http://adansonia.com/44/3

ABSTRACT
Lectotypes are designated for four species epithets, including one second-step lectotypification, un-
der the family Gesneriaceae Rich. & Juss., viz., Cyananthus umbrosa Griff., Didymocarpus griffithii 
Wight, Lysionotus pubescens C.B.Clarke and Petrocosmea parryorum C.E.C.Fisch., along with detailed 
notes on their typification.

RÉSUMÉ
Lectotypifications de quatre noms de la famille des Gesneriaceae.
Des lectotypes ont été désignés pour quatre épithètes spécifiques, y compris une deuxième-étape de 
lectotypification d’espèces sous la famille des Gesneriaceae Rich. & Juss., à savoir Cyananthus umbrosa 
Griff., Didymocarpus griffithii Wight, Lysionotus pubescens C.B.Clarke et Petrocosmea parryorum 
C.E.C.Fisch., avec des notes détaillées sur leur typification.
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INTRODUCTION

The family Gesneriaceae Rich. & Juss. consists of about 
150 genera and more than 3700 species worldwide (Weber 
et al. 2020). It is distributed mainly in the tropics and sub-
tropics of the Old World and the New World, with some 
outliers in Europe and the southern hemisphere (Weber 
et al. 2013). The family is represented by 23 genera and 
about 135 species in India (Möller et al. 2017; Akhil et al. 
2020; Borah et al. 2020; Gammi et al. 2020; Prasanna et 
al. 2020; Singh et al. 2020; Taram et al. 2020). 

As a part of ongoing revisionary studies in Gesneriaceae 
in India, the authors found that holotypes had not been 
cited in the protologues for three names, viz., Cyanan-
thus umbrosa Griff., Lysionotus pubescens C.B.Clarke, and 
Petrocosmea parryorum C.E.C.Fisch. We also found an er-
roneous typification of the name Didymocarpus griffithii 
Wight. These names have not been lectotypified earlier, 
and therefore, the four names are lectotypified here to 
avoid any ambiguity in the application of the names. After 
consulting the protologues, types and relevant specimens 
at A, BM, E, G, K, NY and P (acronyms as per Thiers 
2020, continuously updated), lectotypes are designated 
here for these names according to Art. 9.3 of the Shenzhen 
Code (Turland et al. 2018).

SYSTEMATICS

Family Gesneriaceae Rich. & Juss. 
Genus Cyananthus Griff.

Cyananthus umbrosa Griff. 

Notulae ad Plantas Asiaticas 4: 154 (Griffith 1854). — Stauran-
thera umbrosa (Griff.) C.B.Clarke, Commelynaceae et Cyrtandraceae 
Bengalenses 126 (Clarke 1874). — Type: India. Assam, Gubroo 
hills, 08.III.1836, Griffith W. 3845 (lecto-, K[K000858010]! 
digital image, here designated [Fig. 1]; isolecto-, K[K000858011]! 
digital image).

Lectotypification

In the protologue Griffith (1854) cited “Hab. Assam. In 
umbrosis humidis collis humilis prope Gubroo Purbut: 
March, 1836.”, but did not provide specimen details. We 
have traced a single sheet at K with three flowering twigs 
and two barcode numbers (K000858010, K000858011). 
In the upper part of the sheet, there are two flowering 
twigs and the barcode number is labelled in between them. 
Thus, we are considering them as a single collection un-
der the barcode number K000858010. K000858011 has 
a single flowering specimen but the collection details are 
not clearly readable. On the other hand, the collection 
K000858010 has a field label annotated ‘Gubroo Hills, 
3.8/36’. The location exactly matches with the protologue 
while the date of collection is presumably March 8 1836. 
Further, the sub-opposite or alternate, oblong-ovate leaves, 
acuminate at apex, petaloid calyx and five-winged flower 

buds in K000858010 agrees with the protologue, hence, 
it is selected here as the lectotype.

Genus Didymocarpus Wall.

Didymocarpus griffithii Wight

Illustrations of Indian Botany 2: 182, pl. 159 (Wight 1850). — Dichro-
trichum griffithii (Wight) C.B.Clarke, Commelynaceae et Cyrtandraceae 
Bengalenses: 78-79 (Clarke 1874). — Loxostigma griffithii (Wight) 
C.B.Clarke, in A.DC. & C.DC., Monographiae Phanerogamarum 5: 
60 (Candolle & Candolle 1883). — Type: India. Meghalaya, Khasya 
[Khassya, now Khasi], s.d., Griffith W. s.n. (lecto-, K[K000831968]! 
first step designated by Vitek et al. 2000; second step here designated 
[Fig. 2]; isolecto-, BM[BM000997689], K[K000831969, K000831970]! 
digital images).

Lectotypification

While describing Didymocarpus griffithii, Wight (1850) cited 
the collection details only as “Khassya [Khasya], Griffith”. 
Burtt (1975) and Vitek et al. (2000) did not provide further 
details, except for the latter mentioning K for the location 
of the types. Hence this can be considered as the first step 
of lectotypification. There are three relevant herbarium 
sheets at K (K000831968, K000831969, K000831970). 
All of them bear perfect specimens with axillary cymes and 
a pair of lanceolate bracts at each branching and with the 
annotations “Khasya [Khassya], Griffith” in pencil or ink. 
K000831968 and K000831969 bear original Wight her-
barium labels (HERB. R.WIGHT. PROP.). Among them, 
sheet K000831968 with a Wight label and annotation by 
Weitzman and Skog as type material is selected here as the 
lectotype (second-step).

Genus Lysionotus D.Don

Lysionotus pubescens C.B.Clarke

Journal of the Linnean Society, Botany 25: 52 (Clarke 1889). — 
Type: India. Muneypoor, Moa, 5500 ft, 27.X.1885, C.B. Clarke 
41283A (lecto-, K[K000831989]! digital image, here designated 
[Fig. 3]; isolecto-, K[K000831990, K000831991]! digital images). 

Lectotypification

In the protologue of Lysionotus pubescens, Clarke (1889) cited 
“North Muneypore [Manipur], alt. 5500 feet [n. 41283]” 
along with an illustration (Clarke 1889: pl. 23) which is also 
original material according to Art 9.4. (Turland et al. 2018), 
and since Clarke omitted to explicitly state a holotype, a 
lectotypification is necessary (Art. 9.3., Turland et al. 2018). 
We have traced three relevant herbarium sheets at K with 
the collection numbers 41283A (K000831989), 41283D 
(K000831990) and 41283E (K000831991). All specimens 
have mature capsules and detailed field labels. Among them, 
K000831989 bears four fruiting branches and an annotation 
by Clarke: “shrub 6-8 feet long, semi pendent, much branched, 
Lysionotus pubescens sp. nov.”, is selected here as the lectotype.
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http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000831991
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Fig. 1. — Lectotype (http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000858010) and isolectotype (http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000858011) of Cyananthus 
umbrosa Griff. © copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Reproduced with permission.

http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000858010
http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000858011
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Fig. 2. — Lectotype of Didymocarpus griffithii Wight (http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000831968). © copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Bo-
tanic Gardens, Kew. Reproduced with permission.

http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000831968
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Fig. 3. — Lectotype of Lysionotus pubescens C.B.Clarke (http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000831989). © copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. Reproduced with permission.

http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000831989
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Fig. 4. — Lectotype of Petrocosmea parryorum C.E.C.Fisch. (http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000196635). © copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. Reproduced with permission.

http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000196635
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Genus Petrocosmea Oliv.

Petrocosmea parryorum C.E.C.Fisch.

Bulletin of Miscellaneous Information (Kew) 1926 (10): 438 (Fis-
cher 1926). — Type: India. Assam, Lushai Hills, Muallung (Chin 
border), c. 5000 ft. 03.XI.1925, Mr. & Mrs. N.E. Parry s.n. (lecto-, 
K[K000196635]! digital image, here designated [Fig. 4]; isolecto-, 
K[K000196636, K000196637, K000196638]! digital images).

Lectotypification

Fischer (1926) described Petrocosmea parryorum, based on the 
collections of Mr. and Mrs. Parry and cited “INDIA. Assam; 
Lushai Hills, about 1700 m., near Sailsuk, Muallung, on the 
Chin Hill border, and Vanlaiphai, Sept.-Nov., Mr. and Mrs. 
N. E. Parry (type in Herb. Kew.)”. We have traced four rel-
evant sheets at K (K000196635, K000196636, K000196637, 
K000196638), that seem to come from three collections: 
K000196635 and K000196636 were from Muallung while 
K000196637 from Vanlaiphai, all three collected on 3 No-
vember 1925, and K000196638 from Sailsuk collected in 
September 1925. The sheet K000196636 has two plants, a 
single leaf and inflorescence and a separately mounted flower. 
The plant on the right has a flower with a 6-lobed corolla, 
which is an exception. K000196637 and K000196638 each 
hold a small single plant and a separately mounted leaf. The 
former has no flowers but infructescences separately placed 
in an envelope on the sheet, while the latter plant has flowers 
and illustrations. K000196635 having five flowering plants 
on the sheet with five leaves are mounted separately and a 
flower in a pocket is selected here as the lectotype.
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